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RETURN OF ‘RIDICULOUSLY RESILIENT RIDGE’? 


La Nina growing: Cooling water in equatorial Pacific often 
means little rain in state, but a few storms could erase shortfall 


By Paul Rogers 
and Mark Gomez 
Staff writers 


Californians are beginning to 
wonder: Is the state heading back 
into a drought? 

While experts say it’s still too 
early in the winter rainy season to 
say for sure, the evidence is accu- 
mulating, and the rain is definitely 
not. 

La Niña conditions in the Pa- 
cific Ocean — the cooling of ocean 


waters near the equator that have 
historically increased the chances 
of dry winters in California — 
are strengthening and should last 
through the spring, federal scien- 
tists said Thursday. 

December has so far brought al- 
most no rain across the state, and 
with no significant storms forecast 
for the next two weeks in the Bay 
Area, the month is on track to be- 
come the driest December in San 
Jose history since records began 
in 1893 and the third driest in San 


Francisco history back to 1849. 

The Sierra Nevada snow pack, 
which got off to a good winter start 
with several storms in November, 
has melted down to 34 percent of 
its historic average. 

The unusually warm, dry 
weather has fueled historic fires 
across Southern California, and 
prompted warnings from the Na- 
tional Weather Service about in- 
creased fire risk this weekend in 
Northern California. And the U.S. 
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Dry spell raises drought fear 


DROUGHT CONDITIONS CREEPING BACK 


Forty-four percent of California is now classified as abnormally 
dry, up from 22 percent three months ago. 
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Berkeley photographer’s photos from 


ANDA CHU — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


SEA CHANGE FOR INTERNET? 


FCC votes 
to kill net 
neutrality 


summer of 1975 show a human side 
to the farmworkers’ movement 


Berkeley photographer Mimi Plumb documented the 
farmworkers’ fight during the summer of 1975. Now, her 
pictures are on display at California Humanities. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MIMI PLUMB 


Cesar Chavez talks to migrant workers in the field about the importance of the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act in 
July, 1975. Plumb took thousands of pictures documenting a pivotal moment in California’s history. 


By Tammerlin Drummond 
tdrummond@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


OAKLAND » In the summer 
of 1975, Mimi Plumb, then a 
20-year-old art student who 
had grown up in Walnut Creek, 
set out on an adventure of a 
lifetime with her Leica M2R 
camera. 

Plumb headed to the Sali- 
nas Valley, where United Farm 
Workers organizers were mobi- 
lizing low-paid migrant work- 
ers who spent back-breaking 
hours in the fields planting 
and harvesting crops under 
extremely harsh conditions, 
to fight for better wages and 
working conditions. 

Gov. Jerry Brown had just 
signed the California Agricul- 
tural Labor Relations Act, giv- 
ing farmworkers collective bar- 
gaining rights for the first time. 
Cesar Chavez, the Mexican- 
American civil rights leader, 
had set out on a 1,000-mile trek 
across California from the U.S.- 


the Central Valley to register 
the workers to vote in upcom- 
ing union elections. 

Plumb took thousands of 
photographs documenting the 
pivotal moment in California 
history. Then she returned to 
her studies at the San Fran- 
cisco Art Institute. Her black 
and white negatives went into 
boxes. 

“T really wasn’t interested in 
the pictures of the leadership, 
which were the pictures most 
relevant at that time for the 
newspapers,” Plumb said. “So I 
didn’t know where my pictures 
might be important in terms of 
history. But I kept them.” 

Four decades later, while 
reading “The Crusades of Ce- 
sar Chavez,” by Miriam Pawel, 
Plumb, who had just retired 
from teaching photography at 
San Jose State University, de- 
cided to dig up her old nega- 
tives. She scoured garages and 
other “funky spaces” where she 
had stored them. 

“I started to see that I had 
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A farmworker balances a tower of boxes through 


The anticipated move sparks 
protests, lawsuits and possible 
legislative action to restore them 


By Levi Sumagaysay 


lsumagaysay @bayareanewsgroup.com 


The Federal Communications Commission 
gave internet service providers a holiday gift 
Thursday as it repealed net neutrality rules in 
a contentious vote along party lines, potentially 
ushering in drastic changes to the internet as 
we know it. 

But net neutrality advocates are already work- 
ing on legislation and lawsuits to take back that 
gift. 

Despite massive opposition — from protesting 
consumers, tech companies, internet pioneers, 
lawmakers, state attorneys general and advocacy 
groups — the FCC voted to repeal the landmark 
Obama era rules that prohibit ISPs from block- 
ing or slowing down the internet, or giving pref- 
erence to certain online content. 

“The FCC’s action harms startups, small com- 
panies, and businesses generally, who rely on a 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 


UC applications 
once again hit 
a record high 


In-state admittance rates have been 
low, fueling fears of being accepted 


By Emily DeRuy 


ederuy @bayareanewsgroup.com 


More than 221,000 students applied for under- 
graduate admission to the University of Califor- 
nia for next fall, shattering records for the 13th 
straight year and fueling concerns that qualified 
students won’t have a shot at getting into the 
campus of their choice. 

Five of the campuses received more than 
100,000 applications each, as students apply to 
more and more schools — some more than two 
dozen — out of fear their top choices won’t say 
yes. 

“A lot of us are scared we're going to get re- 
jected,” said 17-year-old Melissa Burger, of Hay- 
ward, who is applying to about a dozen schools, 
including six UCs, and that’s typical among her 
friends. 

UC got 119,626 freshman applications from 
high school seniors in California and 34,347 ap- 
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